
Memorandum 
To: Planning and Zoning Commission 

From: Lindsay Hackett, Staff Planner 

Date: December 20, 2018 

Re: proposed amendments to the text of Bryan Code of Ordinances Chapter 130, Zoning, 
amending the definition of “sexual encounter center” 

City staff is proposing that the City Council authorize an amendment to the definition of “sexual 

encounter center” in Chapter 130, Zoning, of the Bryan Code of Ordinances. At this point in time, the 

Bryan Code of Ordinances does not define or prohibit the use of robots for the purposes of adult 

entertainment. Across the state, there has been increasing discussions regarding businesses that 

incorporate this use. In order to maintain the intent of the existing adult entertainment regulations, 

staff recommends expanding the existing definition of “sexual encounter center” to include 

language that defines robots and the use of robots for a sexual purpose. It is intended the definition 

of "adult entertainment" and other related definitions contained under the definition of "adult 

entertainment" be used to regulate the use of property under the general zoning powers of a home 

rule City and under applicable Texas statutory law which authorizes home rule cities to divide cities 

into districts and regulate the use of property within the districts for the purpose of promotion of 

the health, safety and morals of the public, and for the protection of the general welfare of the 

community. Specifically, the provisions of this this portion of the zoning ordinance are intended to 

minimize the negative or adverse secondary effects of adult entertainment uses on the community. 

The provisions of ordinance have neither the purpose nor the effect of imposing a limitation or 

restriction on the content of any communicative materials, including sexually oriented materials. 

Similarly, it is not the intent or the effect of the ordinance to restrict or deny access by adults to 

sexually oriented materials protected by the First Amendment, or to deny access by the distributors 

and exhibitors of sexually oriented entertainment to their intended market. Neither is it the intent 

nor effect of the Ordinance to condone or legitimize any activity that may be illegal under other 

applicable law.  Based on evidence concerning the adverse secondary effects of adult uses on the 

community presented in hearings and in reports made available to the city council, which are 

enumerated within the ordinance, the council established that adult entertainment is inappropriate 

in most zoning districts. This proposed text amendment will not have the effect of increasing the 

locations where such uses are already permitted. Please see below for the amendment to the 

definition of “sexual encounter center”, proposed to be added in Chapter 130, Zoning. 

 

  



Chapter 130 – Zoning 

Article 1. – In General 

Sec 130-3. - Definitions 

Adult entertainment  

(25) Sexual Encounter Center 

Sexual encounter center means a type of adult entertainment use involving or consisting of any place or 

premises of a business or commercial enterprise that offers for a fee or other consideration, any physical 

contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite sex, or specified sexual 

activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the same sex, or other activities when one 

or more of the persons is in a state of nudity or simulated nudity. Sexual encounter centers shall also 

include such places that offer for a fee or other consideration (or which allow the evaluation in 

anticipation of lease or purchase of merchandise by the following), (1) the fondling or other erotic 

touching of anthropomorphic devices or objects, robots, machines, devices, dolls, models, mannequins, 

toys or other products, including but not limited to those representing human beings, the specified 

anatomical areas of human beings, animals or plant-life species, or (2) sexual activities between person(s) 

and anthropomorphic devices or objects, robots, machines, devices, dolls, models, mannequins, toys or 

other products, including but not limited to those representing human beings, the specified anatomical 

areas of human beings, animals or plant-life species.  For the purposes this section, the term “robot” shall 

mean a machine resembling a living creature (fictional or non-fictional, real or imagined) and able to 

replicate certain movements or functions of such living creature. 

 


